Obama researcher traces war hero to S

By TOM GILMORE

THE American Genealogy
expert, Megan Smolenyak,
Eﬁm‘s Moneygall,
roots o

has also traced the roots of
115 soldier Thomas D Casbella
to Sylane, 52 years after he
died fighting the Kaiser's
army in World War 1.

For ower 83 years the

war, and his death became

almost & century-long mys

Lery

- However, following pains-
taking DMA tests and the
checking of dental records he
was formally identified and
were buried with military
honours at  Arlington
Wational Cemetery last vear,
In the 5t Patrick’s Day
issue of The Huyfington Post
on-line newspaper in the US
Megan Smolenvak wrale
about how a trip to Tuam led
her to trace the long lost sol-
dier's long lost Irish rela-
tlons. These include his
nephew, Tommie
whio still lives in the
ancestral farm, his grand
niece Mary Dunne in Abbey-
Hml'liﬂiﬁi e
{nee Creaven),
wife of Corofin historian

John Joe Higgine
For a number of years

LONG LOST HERD: Sylane NS pupils Cian Higgins (1) peints to a line recording the names of

school puplls showing that his distant cousin, US Army Privata Thomas D Costallo, whose
body was missing for aimest 80 years, was a student of the school in the sarly 19005, Alsa in

tha
torian John Joa Higglns.

after the discovery of Private
Costello’s skeleton, and thosa
of two others, investigations
continued to try and identify
them. But it was only when
Megan Smolenyak wisifed
Tuam last year that she made
contact with Tommie and his
wife Nora in Cleonaghmore
as well as John Jos Higgine.

Megan says that her Irish
heritage i af least part of the
reason why she traced
Barack Obama's roots to
Moneygall as well as fracing
the ancestors of Annie
Muoore, the Irish girl who was
the first emigrant to arrive at
Ellis Island. She also estab-
lished that the singer known
to many as the Jewish Boy
from  Brooklyn, Barry
Manilow, is a quarter Irish.

“With 5t. Patricks Day
bocmdnig, 1 ave mo chodon but
to surrender to my geneth
urges and write of et
another link betwesn our two
countries, that of Private
Thomas [ Costello,” she
wrota,

Last year she attended his
funeral in Arlington Ceme-
tery and then visited Tuam.

She went to Tuam Library
and made phone
contct with his cousin.

“We got a phone call from

her, but at that dme I knew

‘nothing about the great-unche
who had died in the First

Waorld War.
“Indecd my late uncle Joe,

who lwed in Mow York for
Many Yyears, never men-
tloned his uncle efther, so it
was a surprise to 18 when all
this was discoversd,”™ says
Tommie Costelbo.

It was throupgh Tommbe's
sister, Mary Dunne in Abbay:
knockmoy, that Megan was
given the emall address of
John Joe Higgins,

“Omce she contacted me |
was delighted to be able o
help out and to inform her
that all the Costellos In
Cloomaghmore and Carane as
well as Mary Dunne and her
family in Abbeyknockmoy
and all the Creavans and the

He was delighted when
Megan asked him fo write a
fow lines for The Huffingion
Pazt to be used as part of her
artiele for the newspaper on

St Patrick’s Day.
“They asked me for a
resumé of Thomas D

Costello’s ancestors. [ am
delighted that now all his
many relations in North Gal-
way will also learn, when
they read this, of his sacrifios
in World War I as an Irish-
born American hero,” says
John Joe. |

In her article in l.hr.r_ Us

newspaper Megan describes
how John Joe helped her
trace the saldler’s relathoes in
the Tuarm area.

photo are Private Costalle’s cousin Tommie Costello and Cian's grandfather, Corofin his-

During her visit hene she
says she was ablo to “Dero in”™
om the soldier as a child in his
bt of Tuamm.

“Thene were mone siblings
than I had been avare of, 501
decided bo soe i1 could locite
any relatives remaining in
Ireland. Before long 1 found
mysill cold calling Tom and
Mora Costello who live
remarkably close to where
the soldier onoe did. They
kindly indulged this intru-
shve Yank and stecred me to
local penealogy gara, Jokin
Joe Higgins,™ £33 Megan.

John Joe says it i3 sym-
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